Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Jungreis 
54 Middleton St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11206 



The Honorable Charles J Hynes 
Kings County District Attorney 
350 Jay St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
December 5, 2010 

Dear Mr. Hynes, 

We are writing you about the case involving the sexual abuse of our son by Meir Dascalowitz. We 
appreciated the work by the Brooklyn Police Sex Crimes Unit in investigating and arresting this evil man 
for hurting our son. We respect your important job in prosecuting this case. 

We are writing you because we are upset from when we spoke with Ms Louise Cohen of your office 
around December 1, 2010. She told us your office is thinking about allowing Meir Dascalowitz to plead 
guilty to much lesser charges in return for being place on probation WITHOUT ANY JAIL TIME. It was not 
even clear if he would be put on the sex offender's registry. This possibility is extremely different from 
what we were told much by Mrs. Henna White from the Kol Tzedek initiative at the Office of the DA. She 
told us that Dascalowitz would be getting at least 5-6 years of jail time. This would be bad for our son 
who suffers so much and would be dangerous for other children in Williamsburg. 
We do not understand why your office would even think of a plea bargain without jail time. He 
confessed, our son identified him and answered grand jury question, there is the doctor's report about 
the abuse and we have cooperated with your office and suffered a lot from the pressures others are 
placing on us. We worked with you because we believed your office would put this evil man in jail. 
Mr. Hynes, please put our minds at rest and let us know in writing that you will not allow any weak plea 
bargain. 



Sincerely, 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
VS 
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DEFENDANTS) 



LOCA TION OF INCIDENT : 

STATE OF NEW YORK, LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT 



COUNTY OF 
TOWN 



ORANGE 



OF 



MONROE 



COUNTY OF 
TOWN 



LOCATION OF DEPOSITION : 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ORANGE 



OF 



MONROE 





DATE: 




TIME STARTED: 


□ am 


On 


04/24/12 


at 


3:30 


El PM 



FULL NAME: 



STATE THE FOLLOWING: 

ON 04/15/11 I BROUGHT MY SON THE THE STATE POLICE BARRACKS TO REPORT THAT HE WAS MOLESTED. 
MY SON PROVIDED A DEPOSITION AND THE SUSPECT, JOSEPH GELBMAN WAS ARRESTED. APPROXIMATELY 
1 OR 2 WEEKS LATER I STARTED RECEIVING PHONE CALLS FROM RABBI ISRAEL HAGER WHO TOLD ME THAT 
HE WAS CALLING ON BEHALF OF JOSEPH GELBMAN AND WANTED TO KNOW THE STORY OF WHAT 
HAPPEN ED. HE SPOKE TO ME AND I TOLD HIM EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED. HE THEN SPOKE TO MY SON, 
AND, QUESTIONED HIM. DURING ONE OF OUR PHONE CALLS RABBI HAGER TOLD ME THAT JOSEPH 
GELBMAN WAS A COOK IN THE SCHOOL WHERE HE LIVES IN GIBBERS. HE ALSO TOLD ME THAT GELBMAN 
RESIGNED. AS FAR AS I CAN REMEMBER THAT WAS THE COVERSATION HE HAD BACK THEN. 
APPROXIMATELY 2 OR 3 WEEKS AGO, RABBI HAGER CALLED ME AGAIN AFTER ALL THIS TIME. HE STATED 
COURT IS COMING UP AND ASKED ME TO DROP THE CHARGES. I SAID WHY, HE MIGHT DO THIS AGAIN TO 
OTHER CHILDREN. HE SAID SAID WHAT WILL YOU GAIN FROM THIS IF HE GOES TO JAIL. I SAID THE MAIN 
THING IS THAT HE SHOULD NOT DO THIS TO OTHER CHILDREN AND HE SHOULD APOLOGIZE. I SAID I AM 
WILLING TO GO TO RABBINCAL COURT IF HE IS WILLING TO COOPERATE. HE SUGGESTED A NAME OF ONE 
OF HIS FOLLOWERS AND I SAID NO. I WANTE D SOMEONE HERE IN KJ. THEN A FEW D AYS LATER I RECE IVED 
A CALL FROM MY SON, ^^^^■^■ WHO SAID THAT HIS FATHER IN LAW, ■^^^■^■HAD 
RECEIVED A CALL FROM THE RABBINCAL JUDGE RABBI ^^^^^^^^■THAT RABBI HAGER CALLED HIM 
TO PERSUADE ME NOT TO GO TO SECULAR COURT, RATHER TO GO TO RABBINCAL COURT. I TOLD MY SON 
TO TELL YOUR FATHER IN LAW THAT I HAD NO PROBLEM GOING TO RABBINCAL COURT HERE IN KJ. RABBI 
HAGER THEN CALLED AGAIN AND I SAID OK TO RABBINCAL COURT BUT NOT IN HIS JURISDICTION 
WANTED 3 RABBI'S FROM KJ, 1 FROM EACH SECTOR. RABBI HAGER 
REFUSED AND WAS VERY ANGRY. THEN ' , 



I SAID I 

WENT HAYWIRE AND ABRUPTLY 



NOTICE 

(Penal Law Sec. 210.45) 

In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe tj 
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor. 



committed a 



Affirmed under penalty of perjury 

this 24th day of APRIL 



, 2 0U3*. 



(SIGNATURE OF DEPONENT) 



-or- 

"Subscribed and Sworn to before me 
this day of _______ 



(WITNESS) 



■ This form need be sworn to only when specifically required by the court. 




TIME ENDED 

4:43 



□ am 

S PM 



(NAME 



SITION) 



, . .. _ - , New Yom state Police 
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DEFENDANT(S) • 

A LITTLE LESS THAN A WEEK AGO RABBI HAGER CALLED AGAIN AND ASKED WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO GAIN 
FROM THIS, SECULAR COURT AND I SAID HE WONT MOLEST OTHER CHILDREN. THEN HE ASKED WHAT DO 
YOU WANT FROM RABBINCAL COURT AND I SAID I WANT TO MAKE SURE MY SON GETS COUNSELING AND 
THAT HE HIMSELF GOES FOR COUNSELING. BECAUSE OTHERWISE HE IS A THREAT TO OTHER CHILDREN IN 
THE COMMUNITY. RABBI HAGER ASKED WHAT DO I THINK IT WOULD COST. I SAID I DON'T KNOW, IT COULD 
BE $20,000. RABBI HAGER THEN A SKED WHERE DO I DROP OFF THE MONEY. I TOLD HIM A PERSON, RABBI 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■THAT I KNOW GIVES PRIVATE TUTORING LESSONS TO BOYS. RABBI HAGER 
THEN SAID SO ARE YOU GOING TO DROP THE CHARGES IF I DROP OFF THE $20,000 TO HIM. SO I SAID FIRST 
I HAVE TO FIND OUT IF IT IS LEGAL. HE SAID OK. THEN I CALLED RABBI NATHAN ROSENBERG BECAUSE HIS 
SPECIALTY IS HELPING SEXUAL ABUSED CHILDREN, I ASKED HIM WHAT I SHOULD DO, THAT RABBI HAGER IS 
OFFERING $20,000. HE SAID DON'T ACCEPT IT, IT IS NOT LEGAL, IT IS CALLED EXTORTION. THEN I CALLED 
RABBI HAGER BACK AND TOLD HIM IT WAS NOT LEGAL AND THAT I WAS NOT ACCEPTING ANY MONEY. I 
TOLD HIM THE ONLY WAY I WOULD ACCEPT MONEY WAS IF THE RABBINCAL COURT WOULD RULE IT. AND 
THE MONEY WOULDN'T BE COMING TO ME IT WOULD BE GOING TO THE PEOPLE DOING THE COUNSELING. 
THEN THE LAST CONVERSATION I HAD WITH RABBI HAGER WAS 2 DAYS AGO ON SUNDAY. I TOLD HIM THAT 
THIS IS THE LAST CHANCE, I AM OFFERING HIM TO GO TO RABBINCAL COURT, HE SAID YEAH THE RABBI'S IN 
KJ, FORGET IT. AND THAT WAS IT. 

IN CONNECTION WITH WHAT HAPPE NED TIL NOW I WAS SUPPOSED TO COME WITH MY SON, HAND 
MEET WITH THE DA. I TOLD MY SON, _■■ YESTERDAY EVENING AND HE CO NTACTE D HIS TEACHER 
SAYING HE WAS GOING TO BE LATE FOR SCHOOL TODAY. WHEN ASKED WHY, ___TOLD THE TEACHER 
THE STORY. THE TE ACHER ASKED DID YOUR MOTHER ASK PERMISSION FROM A RABBI TO GO TO SECULAR 
COURT AND ___h~OLD HIM YES, SINCE HE WAS NOT COOPERATING TO COME TO RABBINCAL COURT I 
WAS GIVE N PERMISSION TO GOTO SECULAR COURT. TODAY, IN THE MORNING THE TEACHER, _____ 

■■■■CALLED ME AND SAID MY SON NEEDS TO COME TO SCHOOL AND NEEDS PERMISSION FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL BECAUSE THE Y WERE STARING A NEW SEMESTER. I SAID HAVE THE PRINCIPAL CALL ME. THE 
PRINCIPAL, ______CALLED AND SAID MY SON WOULD HAVE TO BE ON TIME. I SAID HE HAS A COURT 

APPOINTMENT WITH THE DA AND HE SAID THREATENED ME SAYING THAT IF HE ATTENDS THE 
APPOINTMENT IN COURT HE WONT A CCEPT HIM BACK TO SCHOOL. I S AID THAT I WILL HAVE TO TELL THE 
DA THAT I WONT BE BRINING ___|BECAUSE HE IS TREATENING THAT ■__WONT BE LET BACK IN 
SCHOOL. THEN HE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS IN TOUCH WITH RABBI HAGER AND THAT IF I DID THAT THEN HE 
WOULD PUT IN A CHILD ABUSE CASE AGAINST ME. I ASKED HIM WHAT HAVE I DONE WRONG AND HE SAID 
THERE ARE TIMES YOR SON FORGETS TO TAKE HIS MEDICINE AND THAT THERE ARE TIMES YOU PURPOSLY 
DON'T GIVE IT TO HIM, THEREFORE HE CAN BECOME VIOLENT. HE SAID HE WOULD CHILD ABUSE AND 
REPORT IT. THEN I ASKED HIM WHY ARE YOU PROTECTING JOSEPH GELBAN WHO IS A MOLESTER AND NOT 
MY SON WHO IS YOUR STUDENT. HE SAID WELL YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO GO TO RABBINCAL COURT, NOT 
SECULAR COURT. I TOLD HIM I WAS WILLING BUT NOT UNDER RABBI HAGER'S JURISDICTION. I THEN SAID 
ALRIGHT I WILL DECIDE WHAT I AM GOING TO DO. 

MY FIRST CONCERN IS THAT MY SON WILL BE THROWN OUT OF SCHOOL AND NOT HAVE ANYWHERE TO GO 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SCHOOL YEAR. THE NEXT CONCERN IS THAT HE WILL CALL AND REPORT A CHILD 
ABUSE CASE. THE OTHER CONCERN IS THAT THEY ARE GOING TO SLANDER MY NAME IN THE COMMUNITY. 
I FEEL 100% THREATENED AND VERY " ' , 



NOTICE 
(Penal Law Sec. 210.45) 

In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a f alse statement which such person does not believe t^ 
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor. 



has committed a 



Affirmed under penalty of perjury 

this 24TH day of APRIL 



,2010. 




- or - 

•Subscribed and Sworn to before me 
this dayof 



(WITNESS) 



(NAME CJFPERSON TAKING DBPOSI 



TIME ENDED Q AM 
□ PM 



SITION) 



* This form need be sworn to only when specifically required by the court. 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 



VS. 



DEFENDANT(S) 



SCARRED OF RABBLHAGER AND PRINCIPAL^H I FEEL INTIMIDATED AND WORRIED ABOUT Wi 
CONSEQUENSES ARE GOING TO BE. BUT I HAVE TO PROTECT MY SON AND DO WHAT IS RIGHT. 




NOTICE 
(Penal Law Sec. 210.45) 

In a written Instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe 
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishab le as a Class A Misdemea nor! 



Affirmed under penalty of perjury 

this 24TH day of APRIL 



,2010. 




mmitted a 



- or - 

*Subscribed and Sworn to before me 
this day of 



. (WITNESS) 



* This form need be sworn to only when specifically required by the court. 



(NAME 




TIME ENDED Q AM 
4:40 03 PM 
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Vaad HaKohol 

OF CROWIS HEIGHT** 

39QA Kingston Avenue Brooklyn, NY 1 1 225 (7 1 8? 77 1 -9fl0fl 

2 Av s 5771 
August 2, 201 1 

Dear Fellow Community Members; 

The lest iis' u communih is turn it reacts to moments of crisis and difficulty. We 
find ourselves under such circumstances today* A member of our community has been 
accused of certain abhorrent acts. We w rite this letter to express w hnxwe i in consultation 
with several Rybonnini and MutlLpee'im) think is an appropriate response. 

To begin with, we all obviously agree thai child abuse, in any form, should not be 
tolerated* and child abuses should be punished, There is no need to expound on this, as 
ii obvious. This is a given, and we're si J I on the "same team" on this one. 

We would like, however, to draw attention to other - perhaps less obvious - 
points. Many of us, in our righteous and justified pursuit of justice, forget about a few 
basic halachic principles, principles which also make an abundance of common sense. 
We primarily refer to; (!) presumption of innocence; and (2) the consequences to the 
accused person's family. 

"Innocent until proven guilly" is one of the most fundamental tenets of Jewish 
law (Bay a Kama 46b — as well as many plaeesj. When we hear stories about an alleged 
crime^ it is easy and natural to start imagining the worst, and fully believe it. In the end, 
the alleged crime may turn out to be true. But* we are told to suspend judgment until a 
full investigation and fair process is conducted, because without a fair process we do not 
know what really happened, Before the conclusion of a fair prt)teiiS t we can be relying 
on rumors, half- memories, m ^communications, and (sometimes \ even intentional deceit 

An alleged perpetrator may be guilty, but lie also may be innocent* The 
possibility of his innocence is \ ex en if you think small, still ) very real. If he is guilty - he 
will be punished. But. in the event that a suspect is not guilty, does anyone want to be 
responsible for mining the life of an innocent man? 

In addition, a good deal of speculation and chatter has begun to circulate about 
members of the community that are based on speculation that may not be backed up by 
actual evidence. We remind everyone thai it is against the Torah to malign anyone 
without evidence. Where there are valid concerns, the Beis Din ha_s encouraged involving 
the relevant authorities who can determine the truth of any claims. 

Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, regardless of whether the accused 
indeed committed these acts, his family is absolutely innocent* They are wonderful 



members of our 1:0m mainly, a* many of ycni know. This accumion has caused 
tremendous pain and suffering to them, It will likely continue to cause them even more 
pain and suffering, if we do not become more considerate, Each of us can imagine how 
painful it would be if our parent u as accused of the same. It is KXKt wrong to be Tjra" 
"zrzz Vs: r" 1 ^ jit. and spreading the rumors and increasing the chatter on this mailer does 
only that. 

Before we go any further, let us make clear what we are NOT saying. We are not 
saying that a thorough investigation should not be conducted into any possible child 
abuse. Nor are we saying that if the legal process finds, such child abuse, the perpetrator 
should be not punished to the full extent of the law. We are NOT saying either of diose 
things. 

What we ARE saying is lhai the matter is now in the hands of the legal 
authorities. They are investigating the accusations and will prosecute die case if they see 
II L Obviously, we have ihe greatest concern for the alleged victims - and the \ ... r indeed 
having their case heard fully and fairly in front of a court of law. However, we must 
remember that the alleged perpetrator's family members are also victims. We aiJd 
nothing positive by adding fuel lu the tire and scream and shout and post all over the 
internet about this. All lhat achieves is to hurl innocent fumilv members of the accused. 

■F 

Justice nill be served, in dye Lime. However, in the interim, we must show 
restraint in our actions and judgment. Lei the very competent detectives, with the 
experience and knowledge in these mailers, investigate what happened, More 
importantly, let us allow the justice system ( to which the Bes Din consented the alleged 
victims go to) apply a fair and rigorous process through which the truth will come out. 
Unlit then, let** be patient and show sympathy tor the family. Being part of the rumor- 
mill that generates and passes half-truths, w ill do very ieal. lasting and deep damage to 
innocent people here. Let's prevent that. 

Practically speaking, we ask our fellow community members: 
L Please suspend judgment ttm i I a verdict has been reached. 
X Please do not further spread ruiwr£ and stories about any ace u nation . 
3. Please treat the family with the decency znd respect they deserve. 

May these days be turned from sadness into joy, 



Zaki Tamir 



Fishel Brownslein 



Yossi Hackner 



